
St. Patrick’s Church, Consett Re-opening 
 

Saturday 20 June saw the reopening of St. Patrick’s Church in Consett for private prayer. It was a 
beautiful sunny day and parishioners were welcomed into a warm, friendly and prayerful 
atmosphere.  

The church was prepared with the help and direction of the Diocese after a full risk assessment was 
carried out. Full PPE was supplied along with guidance notes for the Cleaning Protocol. This is 
essential when giving out instructions to volunteers. 

The appeal for volunteers met with a generous response. Over 40 people wanted to help and there 
is a wonderful age range, including members from the Youth Village, which is based nearby in 
Allensford.  

We have stewards who welcome people into the church and who also assist in directing parishioners 
into the available seats, as it is quite overwhelming for people who have been waiting so long for 
their church to open that they don’t want to get it wrong. There is also a steward positioned at the 
exit. At the end of each day’s opening of the Church we have two cleaners who clean the church in 
preparation for the next day. 

Votive candles can be lit and again we have notices instructing people on what they have to do; 
which is to light the candle from an already lit votive candle or from a large candle which is at the 
side of the stand. 

Following the directive from the Diocese we have marked out a one way system, a separate entry 
and exit, which are kept open at all times to help with air circulation. Parishioners come through the 
main front doors and leave by the side door, which takes them into the car park at the side of the 
church. 

 



The front doors opened at 11.00am and our volunteers were in position to welcome people 
requesting them to hand sanitise. The seats where people can sit are clearly marked with white 
crosses and barrier tape is wrapped around the seats where people cannot sit. Two metre white 
tape markings are positioned down the main central aisle again reminding people of the 2m rule. 

On the first day we had a steady stream of people across the three hours that we were open and it is 
very obvious from some of the comments that we have received that people are pleased to have 
some kind of normality back into their lives. With the church reopening they can feel closer to God 
by being in his house and praying in the way that they are accustomed to. 

After a busy week of preparation all those involved feel that this is a successful first step in the 
return to communal prayer and worship.  

Wendy Simmons – Parish Administrator  

Father John Bagnall – Parish Priest 


